214    HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA

inhabitants were able to pay tribute, and would
do so for a time if there was fear of punishment,
but they were so continually moving about from
place to place with their flocks and herds that it
was difficult to follow them and keep them in
dread. It was one thing to punish a people who
had houses and cities, it was another thing to dis-
cipline a people whose black tents of camel's hair
were quickly folded and their possessors swept
silently away over pathless deserts beneath a
blazing and relentless sun. Sennacherib's long
absence hud blotted out the memory of the past
among the Arabians, and they were now rather
under Egyptian than Assyrian influence. To re-
store the Assyrian position was the object of an
expedition known to us only by a reference in the
inscriptions of Sennacherib's son and successor.
Adumu, a sort of settlement, probably the Du-
matha of Ptolemy, was taken and the gods carried
away to Assyria.1 More than this could hardly
have been accomplished among a population such
as this. Though we have no mention of it, it is
probable that some booty was secured, and the
Assyrian prestige would be increased by the tak-
ing away of the gods.

It was the last act of Sennacherib in war.
Shortly after his return home, on the twentieth
day of the month Tebet, in the year 681, he was
murdered in a temple by the hands of his own

1 Esarhaddon, Prism (A & 0), col. ii, 55-58, Abel, Ufaknachrift. Mil,
ii, pp. 130, 131.
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